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Okay Berea, we have a reputation of being eco-friendly.  I would dare to say that we are nationally known for 
our Go Green awareness.  However………. according to Rumpke only about 30% of City of Berea residents 
recycle! About 60% of what customers use could be recycled. Are we who “they” think we are?  Do we really 
deserve this brand or do we guiltlessly accept an honor we haven’t earned?   Did you know that recycling 1 
aluminum can saves enough energy to power a TV for 3 hours?   Every household with Rumpke service pays a 
mandatory charge of $1.25 for recycling – whether they use it or not.  This entitles each customer to place recy-
clables in their red recycle bin each week for pick-up.  How much easier could it be?  We don’t even have to 
bundle or separate; all we need to do is remove the lids, rinse and toss.

Where do the recyclables go when leaving your driveway?  This material is hauled to the Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Government Regional Recycling Facility at 360 Thompson Road in Lexington.  This facility 
opened in 1992.  An average of 90 tons of recyclables are processed there each day.  Rumpke owns their own 
recycling facility in Cincinnati but it is more cost effective to sell this material to the LFUCG facility.  LFUCG 
bails an average of forty-eight 1,000 bales of cans each month.  These cans are trucked to Novelis (here in 
Berea) where cans are melted into 64,000-pound ingots (bars).  These ingots are made into huge spools of alu-
minum sheets in Russellville, KY.  These spools of aluminum are trucked to plants in Denver, St. Louis and 
Chicago where the aluminum sheets are re-made into cans.  The cans are then shipped back to the beverage 
bottling company in Elizabeth, KY.  A can of soda can be consumed, recycled, remade, refilled and returned to 
the store in as little as 60 days.  We are home to the WORLD’S LARGEST recycler of aluminum cans.  In the 
United States, Novelis recycles more than 23 BILLION aluminum beverage cans a year - Berea, KY being the 
world’s largest aluminum can plant.  Nationally the recycling rate for aluminum cans is approximately 50%.  
That means we (and this is the country as a whole) are doing only half as good as we could.  Not only does 
recycling produce jobs, is eco-friendly, it is economically savvy.  Last year aluminum was selling for approxi-
mately 1.06 per lb.   Today the market price has fallen to .50 per lb.  The most profitable materials at LUCFG 
are aluminum, cardboard and office paper.

There so many other materials we can recycle.  The newsprint we set out in our red bin is marketed to plants in 
Alabama, Indiana and Georgia.  Phone books are sold to an insulation plant in Springfield, KY;  cardboard 
goes to Maysville, KY; boxboard to Chattanooga, TN; mixed plastics to NC; milk jugs to AL; PET plastics to 
GA and steel cans to AL  - all to be remade into usable products without disrupting natural resources.  Out of 
all recyclable materials glass is the least marketable.  Glass at the LFUCG facility is broken in a tumbler and 
used for roadway beds or landscaping.

When recycling we conserve our natural resources.  Did you know it takes petroleum to make plastic?  Recy-
cled plastics are rarely used in food packaging due to concerns of food safety. We should minimize plastic use 
whenever we can.  Still, there are a wide range of products made from recycled plastics such as PVC sewer 
pipe, flooring and window frames and building insulation board.   Think about this, recycling produces many 
more jobs than placing materials in the landfill and recyclable materials generate revenue.  LFUCG profited 
one million dollars in 2008 at this facility and employees approximately 36 people.

It’s never too late to start and what would be a better time than now?  All you need to do is put your recyclable 
items in your bin and set out alongside your trash.  If you do not have a recycle bin, you may pick one up at the 
City Street Dept on Harrison Road or call Rumpke and they will deliver one to you.

SPRING CLEAN-UP WEEK will be APRIL 13-18, 2009.  The City and Rumpke will be picking up items 
citywide during this week on your regular garbage day.  The city street department will be picking up tires, tree 
limbs, brush, wood pallets and all wood particle furniture.  Rumpke will pick-up a truck load size of trash for 
no extra fee.  Rumpke trash items must be bagged.  Rumpke will also pick-up appliances and furniture for a fee 
(see below).  All appliances that use Freon must have a certificate that this liquid has been removed by a 
certified technician or Rumpke will charge $45.00 for the appliance instead of $12.81.   And all of your E-
waste, which is all electronic or electrical devices, can be dropped off Saturday at the Berea Utilities/Street 
Dept off Harrison Road free to all residents (see below for specific instructions).




